Evoked potentials and psychopathy: a commentary on Raine.
Raine's (1989) paper on evoked potentials and psychopathy is critically reviewed and is found to be wanting at both a conceptual and an empirical level. Conceptually it ignores important issues surrounding the term 'psychopathy' and proposes a theoretical model of psychopathy based on a tripartite division of evoked potentials (early, middle and late) which ignores differences between stimulus modalities. Empirically, the extended sensation seeking model is not well substantiated by the data reviewed. An alternative approach is outlined which views psychopathy in the sense of chronic socially-deviant behaviour as reflecting a maturational deficit, and psychopathy in the personality deviation sense as reflecting deficits in cognitive appraisal processes. This approach embraces the pathological sensation-seeking aspect of psychopathy as well as other important aspects not addressed by Raine's model (lack of moral reasoning and characteristic style of coping both in impersonal and inter-personal contexts.